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Pritt +64 


Out of the Many We Pick A Few High Spots 


Perhaps its the season - perhaps its the year. Anyhow, we don't feel that there's a 
Yust Book in the lot. For example, there's a Ben Ames Williams, usually dependable, but 
this time Watch Your Step. There's a Farrell ( specialized market always); an Irving 
Bacheller (for what that means to you); there's a Louis Aragon, on which the publishers 
are banking (but we question its saleability). Among "dark horses" - the new David de 
Jong is timely and tops for him; two good popular newcomers in Ruth Willock with 5:30 
TO MIDNIGHT (Harper) and Hugh MacLennan''s BAROMETER RISING (Duell, Sloan & Pearce). An 
excellent Mormon background novel by Lorene Pearson, THE HARVEST WAITS (Bobbs-Merrill), 
but the subject has its limitations in sales. And Hamilton Basso's new book, WINE OF 
THE COUNTRY (Scribner) has more elements of success than anything else he has done - 
but it''s not quite what he may do, yet. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ALL FICTION 
ee | August 21 ai 


Shipman, Natalie & WAY OF THE HEART Greystone 
Worcester, Gurdon 


Nice job, pleasant reading, and above average light love rental tripe, with 
topical interest, to give modern flavor. Judith is married to Hal, and does not suspect 
her love for Hal's friend Tom, nor his for her, until Hal's death, when it is too late, 
for Tom has married a proud and heartless beauty. Corinna has become deeply involved 
in some Nazi activities, cloaked by a peace movement, and Tom, loyal though disapprov- 
ing, covers her until she gives him the go by for the Leader, leaving him free to marry 
Judith. Not important, but good entertainment. $2.00 


Clarke, Donald Henderson A LADY NAMED LOU Vanguard 





Typical Clarke gal, who makes the grade as a person in spite of sordid ex- 
periences, who never loses her sturdy innocence of view although creating scandal and 
immoralities. Dumb but beautiful, Lulu Finn, robust, sexy, golden-hearted heroine, 
steers clear of trouble and then falls into it through marriage with Jimmy, racketeer, 
gambler, lady-killer. When he goes to jail, she goes in first for burlesque, then for 
the screen. But eventually Jimmy comes through the mill, a wiser man, and brings her 
back to the straight and narrow path. Rentals - but naughty naughty for P. L. $2.00 


August 25 
Chamberlain, W. W. LEAF GOLD Bobbs—Merrill 


: Tobacco raising was the background for First The Fields, by Charles Wood 
& Univ, of North Carolina), and the general conclusions were not too rosy. Now comes a 
more optimistic view in a story of a successful share cropper, of the price he pays, of 
the victories he rings from the land. A solid tale, less harrowing than most of its 
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type, with the power of tobacco as the motivating force behind the story of Bert, con- 
verted from a rolling stone past, and Nolie, waitress in a hamburger stand, who rebels 

at Bert's subservience to the demands of rotating crops and the bleakness of the outlook, 
evidenced by their neighbors. But Bert wins through to a farm of their own and Nolie's 
happiness. The setting is Kentucky. $2.50 


August 25 
Wittlin, Joseph SALT OF THE EARTH Sheridan House 


Granted that the author is the wminner of the Polish Academy Prize and a nomi- 
nee for the Nobel Prize, this first volume of a trilogy of the Galician peasant at war is 
appallingly tedious reading for American tastes. This volume deals extensively and me- 
ticulously with every detail of the mobilization of Peter, illiterate, naive, loutish, 


all traced with infinite pains. Sharply limited market. $2.50 
September 2 
Corey, Paul COUNTY SEAT Bobbs—Merrill 


Third in the panels of Iowan farm and country town life, of which Three 1les 
Square and The Road Returns were the first two. This continues the story of the Widow 
Mantz and her four children, against the years from 1924 on, with the growing power of 
the K K K, revelry by night, the stock market crash, et al- as experienced in a prairie 
town. There is a quiet honesty, a fecl of the region - but a lack of the pace, the pen- 
etration that - for example, gives Ruth Suckow's The Folks its lasting quality. You can 


gauge your market by the first two. $2.50 
September -: 


de Jong, David DAY OF THE TRUMPET Harper 


* David de Jong is at his best in his Dutch settings, - witness Old Haven, 
which was unique in its class. Now comes a modern tale of one family in an old Friesland 
town, a large family with each member sharply and individually etched, and through their 
interrelationships, revealing the psychology of the Dutch people, in their certainty that 
promises given would be kept, in their hatred of the methods used when the break came, in 
their courage under the terror. There is no shock technique here, but a dignified and 
muted handling, which shows clearly the helplessness and hopelessness of an occupied 
nation. Family traditions reenforced by years spent in the country itself here bear 


fruit in a story as convincing as most eye witness records. $2.50 
September 5 

Willock, Ruth 5:30 TO MIDNIGHT Harper 

® Right up at the top of the rentals, this first novel, smoothly handled, 


nicely tailored, Grand Hotel technique, for the cross sections of the advertising depart- 
ment of a New York store. There is Mrs. Dennings, brittle, self-centered, everybody's 
poison. There is the advertising manager, with a sick wife and mother, over-anxious, 
over-drinking. The young art director, taking a romantic ride; Helene Van Ness, fashion 
artist, with a sick, jobless husband to support. Tight job, which sounds melodramatic 

in recapitulation, but which is actually convincing and good reading, as the reel unrolls 
to concentrate fast action in twenty four hours. Reasonably safe for the not too con- 
servative public library readers. (But not 99 1/100's % pure.) $2.00 
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Derleth, August EVENING IN SPRING Scribner 


Again Sac Prairie, as setting for a novel of adolescent emotions, as young 
Steve's Roman Catholic family frowns on his love for Marjorie who is not of the faith. 
Steve, knowing what he wants, makes his plans, organizes his high school pals into a 
miniature Gestapo and blackmails the adults by threatening to "Tell All". If Marjorie 
had been of the same calibre as Steve, all would have been well - but.... So much for 
the story, footnoted, addenda-ed. These Sac Prairie stories are a sort of running 
Spoon River gallery. This has broader human interest appeal than most of then. $2.50 


September 9 
Hillman, Gordon Malherbe FORTUNE'S CUP Crowell 


Rentals, of sorts, a bit on the old-fashioned side, platitudinous in handl- 
ing. A father-and-son saga, in which Dad seems old and dull as Stan drifts into a fast, 
wild set that Dad does not appreciate. Then Stan gets kicked out of college, goes to 
work on Dad's paper, and finally experiences disillusion at the hands of his sophisti- 
cated friends. Roles shift - and he and Dad rediscover each other. $2.50 


Henry, Harriet SING ALL THE SUMMER Dodd, Mead 


Very good story of marriage, capably done, with adroit dialogue and good 
characterization. An unsophisticated girl, out for a good time, marries an overly con- 
scientious lawyer, who puts his work before his wife. She walks out on hime and he calls 
her bluff, so- on the rebound- she gets a divorce and marries a playboy, only to find 
that she is quickly fed up. He makes it easy for her to get out of this trap of her own 
contriving, and she goes back to the man she really loves. $2.00 


September 15 
Pearson, Lorene THE HARVEST WAITS Bobbs—Merrill 


This measures up with Children of God and The Grant Joshua as first a good 
story, second a good panoramic picture of the life in a Mormon community. It differs 
from Children of God in being, in nc sense, an historical record. Rather is it a story 
of internal and external relations between members of a small community, subject to the 
rulings of the Church in Salt Lake City, but immediately under the regulations and inter- 
pretations laid down by the local "Bishop". There's the motivating force of deep rooted 
faith - there's the conflict of very human emotions, pride, jealousy, passion, ambition. 
Criticism implicit - but it wont pass Mormon censorship, $2.50 


September 16 “ 
Thomas, Newton George THE LONG WINTER ENDS Macmillan 


A story of assimilation, in which Jim, 20-year old Cornishman, comes to — 
Northern Michigan wnth four fellow countrymen, and there faces the problems of a new 
world. His intelligence sharpened, his mind and eyes newly awakened, spurred on by the 
need to learn to read and write so as to dispense with a third party in corresponding 
with his wife, Jim gradually takes the hurdles with the help of new friends and old- 
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and sends for his wife and new son. Serious, substantial, revealing picture of the prob- 
lems of the immigrant. Market somewhat curtailed by Cornish dialect. $2.75 


September 18 
Bacheller, Irving ' THE WINDS OF GOD Farrar & Rinehart 


Clean as a whistle - and there are numerous Bacheller fans left- but for the 
modern it will have a somewhat obsolete feel. You know your market...Freshwater, this 
tale of Tip Roys, orphaned Vermonter, with a voice- and a dog - and an upright upbring- 
ing. He tours fairs, in Upper 'York State, he makes useful friends, has mild adventures, 
rights wrongs, and wins his rewards. SLA T otrw Ras $2.50 , 


Shearing, Joseph THE GOLDEN VIOLET Smith & Durrell 


The Shearing fanciers are increasing with each book, and this is one of his - 
best, with all the trimmings of a melancholy, sinister tale, the atmosphere in which he 
seems to thrive. Again an expert reconstruction of a crime and an era, passion and plush, 
in the story of a successful lady novelist, who marries a Jamaica planter, out for her 
money. The sombre slave plantation, the indifference of her brutal husband, make fertile 
setting for the attentions of John Gordon, handsome, fastidious. She is seduced by him - 
his own mixed blood is revealed - a slave uprising plus her husband's revengeful spirit 
brings about the death of both men. Smoothly fashioned, for the horror story market, 
with plus sales to some mystery fans. $2.00 


Farrell, James T. ELLEN ROGERS Vanguard 


Unfortunately, Farrell seems to have dug too deep into a groove, and his 
books are taking on a pattern of sameness. Once again this is a classic portrait of a 
heel, Ed Lanson, beloved of Ell 1 Rogers. As only Farrell can do it, here is a cold- 
blooded, damning exposure of love and sex in all its banality, crudity, conceit and 
self-importance. Ellen is pretty and wise, well able to handle anything until she meets 
Ed; Ed is a glib exhibitionist, pimping money off easy girls, past master at mock hero- 


ics,»in and out of jails and jobs. Not a pleasant tale. Libraries ‘ware! $2.50 
September 222-23 
Williams, Ben Ames THE STRANGE WOMAN Houghton, Mifflin 


Perhaps Ben Ames Williams has a secure enough market to take even this book 
in his stride. But it seems to this reader that he is off on a completely new tangent. 
Against an historical backdrop - Bangor, Maine, from the War of 1812 to the Civil War ~ 
is told the story of a woman who brings tragedy to the seven men who come to know her 
as she was. She rehabilitates and then ruins her father; her old husband and his son 
bear the brunt of her cruelties and passions; she is defeated in her efforts to conquer 
her second husband, and takes it out on their sons; she turns fanatic on drink and 
slaves, drives her sons from home, and establishes herself in the town's belief in her 
goodness, while secretly making a will to wreck her husband. From early Bangor days, 
through land speculation, lumbering, etc. Jenny villains her checkered way. $2.75 )U 


Gilligan, Edmund STRANGERS IN THE VLY Scribner 


A haunted and haunting legend of the Catskills, quite different from Gil- 
ligan's previous work, save for a brief passage in Yhite Sails Crowding. The story of 


Captain John, coachman traveler, and his companions, dwarfs of malignant appearance and 
reputation, who were hiding away after their assassination of an Emperor at the French 
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court. The innkeeper receives them hospitably, and- after a time- they disappear, and 


a succession of benevolent changes occur. A weird tale, with a certain eerie charm. 
$2.00 







September 22 






Abel, Hilde VICTORY WAS SLAIN Alliance 































In many ways, an interesting first novel, propagandist, violent, not a book 
for the popular taste. In intense, economical prose, this is a microcosm of revolt 
through the lives of its participants. The scene is Vienna of 1934, as the Austrian 
workers attempt to turn an armed general strike into civil war. Communists, socialists, 
20,000 workers strike at Fascism, striving to stem the tide. In flashes, ten of the 
leaders are highlighted, but the centralized action, the focus of the book, is the revolt 


itself, its attempts, its failures, with bloodshed, death, disillusion. (P.L's - but 
No!) $2.50 


September 23 
Lilienthal, Jesse M. HORSE CRAZY Messner 


The Sport of Kings- in the argot of the big gamble, horse racing, through 
anecdotes, experiences, rather than straight fiction. Could perhaps better be sold as 
non-fiction, particularly in the sporting book section. Read it for its picture of the 
racket, of honest trainers, of slickers and crooks, of touts and jockies and bookies, of 
every kind of horses. Lilienthal knows the game and passes it on to the reader with 
good blend of enthusiasm and common sense. For fans and fanciers. Illustrated amply by 


| ae Howard Brodie. $2.50 
Corley, Pauline THE WORLD AND RICHARD Random House 


Supercharged little sweetmeat, this story of a young woman, as good as she 
is pretty, who loses husband and child after a year of idyllic marriage, and who adopts 
a deformed foundling to help her forget her "own bruises". She wears her martyr's crown 
gracefully enough and manages to bring the child some degree of happiness and confidence- 
and through this finds her own happiness. $2.00 


September -25--—— lofiz 
Saxton, Mark THE BROKEN CIRCLE Farrar & Rinehart 


There's something of the Richard Hannay flavor (John Buchan) - though less 
mature and finished - in this adventure yarn with an intellectualized twist to it. The 
patina of sophistication in the psychological problem presented - the interdependence of 
two brothers, the conviction of resentment on the part of the younger brother for his 
older brother's wife. Then, while his brother is dying, his facing of responsibility - 
challenged immediately by peculiar circumstances in the community in which his brother''s 
home is situated. He undertakes the solving of tyhe mystery- and unearths a melodramatic 
plot and frame-up, in which a crook is using world tragedy to feather his own nest. The 
story ends on a sensational note. Good reading. © $2.50 





September 30 
: Sanborn, Ruth Burr THESE ARE MY PROPLE Crowell 


Se Just a touch more filled out than the average renter, but, when all is said 
and done, that's what it is and what it's for, with a substantial market in public li- 
braries likewise. Doctor's dilemma, light styled, in the story of Wing Chevron, grave 
young medico who goes to a small Carolina town to practise. There he becomes engaged to 
wealthy Judith - and there comes the inevitable tug of war between what she can do for 
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him and the loyal, staur.ch, simple people. A serious accident and its aftermath shows 


him where he belongs. $2.50 
October 2 

MacLennan, Hugh BAROMETER RISING Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

* This is top pop reading, intelligent writing and characterization, a deftly 


interwoven background (Halifax, Nova Scotia, during the first World War), and a romantic 
story. Penelope Wain, daughter of a prominent old family, a successful ship designer at 
29, masks her love for her cousin, Neil Macraw, under a cool exterior. Wain, his superior 
officers, shields his own military blunder, behind Macrae, and allows him to face court 
martial. A shell gets him - Macrae returns to Halifax to secure the evidence of the only 
man living who can absolve him. And then the explosion, tidal wave and earthquake wreck 
the city. How the evidence is secured - how he and Penelope and the child that had been 
the hidden result of a flare of passion get their chance to start life over again, is 
sympathetically handled. Good suspense, with all the basic elements for easy renting and 
selling. $2. 50 
Fineman, Irving JACOB Random House 
Who would guess, from the publisher's advance notes that this was the story 
of Jacob, son of Isaac, brother of Esau and husband to Leah and Rachel. Irving Fineman 
has attempted to make this a symbolic story of Everyman, in his relations to his world, 
but has not, in this reader's opinion, been successful. He has sacrificed the authentic 
feel of place and time (which Thomas Mann has so successfully achieved in that volume of 
his monumental Joseph where Jacob is the central figure). He has attempted, by making 
Jacob tell his story in an almost colloquial conversational style, to give the story 
greater semblance of timelessness. He does no whitewashing of Jacob's character - though 
Jacob attempts recurrently to justify himself for his deceits, his sharp dealing, his 
passions, his frailties. The story is told as if recorded for his small son, Joseph. 
An unconventional book, amplifying and expanding the Old Testament story, by philosophical 
bypaths, but including many passages directly drawn from the Bible text, rearranged as 
poetry. I can't see a wide market. $2.50 


October 3 
English, Richard STRICTLY DING DONG AND OTHER SWING STORIES Doubleday, Doran 


Light entertainment for "gators" and "rug cutters” in the argot of the swing 
fans. Strictly from the powerhouse, these accounts of romantic up and down beats as hot- 
too-bright gates and their girls have lug with the arrow troubles. Four tales of Ding 
Dong and his licorice stick and Angela, who manages to stick to him in spite of the 
scandals and woman troubles he stirs up. Eight other bits about papermen, hot trombones, 
black and whites, skin men, hot lips, their combos and their problesm. $2.00 
(Note:- hope that means more to you tham it does to me. I'm an ignoramus in the field.VK) 


October 8 


Cobb, Irvin S. GLORY, GLORY, HALLELUJAH! Bobbs-Merrill 


This may prove to be one of those perennials like Eneas Africanus- a classic 
story in gift book form (drawings by F. R. Gruger). Those who have read Exit Laughing 
will recognize it as the chapter entitled "Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory," a chapter com- 
posed of anecdotes of Cobb's Negro friends in Paducah, and culminating in the account of | 
the post-war mass meeting to honor their dead, a meeting at which Cobb was the only white 
Laughter and tears, sentiment handled by a master. $1.00 


speaker. 
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Graves, Robert PROCEED, SERGEANT LAMB Random House 


Sequel and conclusion to Sergeant Lamb's America, a book which was lost in 
the fanfare of that other story of the Tory side of the American Revolution, Oliver Wis- 
well, Perhaps, with this sequel, the earlier book will get the spotlight again. This 
volume tells of the imprisonment in Boston, of Lamb's escape to New York, where again he 
joined up, this time with the Royal Welca Fusiliers, gets first hand experience of the 
"neutral ground", Connecticut forays, Charleston, Camden, and Yorktown. After the sur- 
render, he eventually escapes and makes his way to New York, whence he is shipped home to 
Ireland. Detailed reading, with Lamb having much to say about what he sees and hears, 
the war as a British soldier saw it. A feat of authenticity, creatively interpreted in 
style, events and Lamb's personal history. Heavy going at times, but worth while. $2.50 


October ?? 


Bristowe, Gwen THE LOUISIANA TRILOGY Crowell 
For a limited only, the three volumes comprising this trilogy (Deep Summer, 
The Handsome Road, This Side of Glory) will be sold as a set, in slip case $3.29 
Fach volume sold separately $1.29 
Rasso, Hamilton WINE OF THE COUNTRY 10) Scribner 
° This novel has a better chance to give Basso a popular market than anything 


else he has written. It is a psychological novel of marriage, which has enough plot to 
carry the interest over dissertations on anthropological and philosophical reactions to 
the state of man and his world. Basso seemingly cannot resist these side excursions. 
This time, he has as main characters, an elderly anthropologist and a younger one, so he 
sets his stage properly. But- aside from this (and many will find them interesting) it 
is a good story, an interesting situation with characters that live. The story is pri- 
marily the story of a love marriage that didn't work, of how jealousy, lack of balance, 
rigidity of viewpoint destroyed all that would have made for happiness. The setting 
shifts from New England, a college town, where the young wife is in her own environment, 
to South Carolina, where the husband's roots are deeper than even he had realized, and 
where she withdraws into herself. A good tale, well told. $2.75 


Gordon, Caroline GREEN CENTURIES io |v Scribner 


The new Tennessee frontier in the days when the Indians were on the warpath, 
and where they were making their last stand, east of the Mississippi, against the invad- 
ing whites. A realistic tale of two brothers, one who was forced, because of the part 
he played in an early effort to combat the role of the British tax collectors, to flee 
from his home towards the opening west; the other who ran away, was captured by the In- 
dians, and became an Indian brave. Not an historical novel - though briefly Daniel 
Boone crosses the scene, and the situations were similar to those all along the frontier. 
But a story of men and women who thrust a white man's civilization into an Indian setting. 
Unusually full picture of Indian (Cherokee) life - a moving love story- good adventure. 
This has the widest appeal of anything she has written. $2.50 
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October 17 
Child, Nellise WOLF ON THE FOLD Doubleday, Doran 


A large roistering novel of a rolling- revivalist family, substantial, auth- 
entic, but with no specific emotional appeal, largely due to the fact that these noisy, 
volatile, spurious gospel-mongers are not a very attractive set. From the braggart 
father to Rosemary, child evangelist, they pack off on a gospel train, save Hanna, whose 
fits stamp her as insane and make her the most feeling of the family. Jerry, the young- 
est, adored by Hanna, runs amuck, crucifying them all. The flamboyant life as they tra- 
vel the Bible belt - Hanna's eventual liberation from Jerry, when she marries a young 
hunchback who has suffered much as she has - Jerry's checkered career, reform school, 
jail, and eventually using his "call" as a political and mercenary racket - it is not a 
pleasant panorama to follow though it is a phase of America. $2.75 


Parker, James Reid ATTORNEYS AT LAW: Doubleday, Doran 
Forbes, Hathway, Bryan & Devors | 


From the New Yorker come these pieces about a law firm, from switch board 
girls to senior partners, camera clear and filled with amusing situations. All out for 
the main chance - and retreat in as much dignity as possible when the finesse doesn't 


work. Smart diversion and humorous appeal, for men in business and law. $2.00 
Announcing for October 21 
Masefield, John DEAD NED and LIVE AND KICKING NED Macmillan 


Two novels dealing with the young medical student who was forced to escape 
virtually from the scaffold into the slave trade - grand adventure, now available in 
one volume edition. $3.00 


October 24 


Van Doren, Mark THE MAYFIELD DEER Holt 


Pulitzer Prize Winner, poet and novelist, Mark Van Doren has long been in- 
terested in running down folk material. The story of the old frontiersman whose pet 
deer had been killed and who threatened instant death no matter when or where he found 
the killer, was told him in slightly different versions and with different locales, 
evidence of folk lore in the making. And that story forms the basis of this strange 
narrative poem of frontier life, of revenge, and fear, of the hunter and the hunted— 
and of an ending that is his own. There are fine passages, and others that seem a bit 
tenuous, monotonous. There is less of variety in the verse form than one might wish, 
and the pace seems too deliberate for the ultimate substance of the theme. A rather 





limited market, I should think. Decorations by Armin Landeck, beautiful done. $2.50 
October 31 
Aragon, Louis THE CENTURY WAS YOUNG Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This was a disappointment, for it is heralded as Aragon's biggest book yet 
available for American readers. I found it dull and far from pleasant reading. I had 
small use for any of the characters, small sympathy for the motivating force, the need 
for freedom from responsibility which drove the real Pierre Mercadier to desert his 
family, pocket his dwindling funds and do himself a “moon and sixpence” until such time 
as he was down to his last copper and a park bench. The one claim which the book made 
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on my keen interest was the filling in of the background of the generation in France 
preceeding the first world war, a picture too often paralleled in the years before this 
war. The story is handled in a vast Grand Hotel pattern, zigzagging, cross-sectioning 
classes and types of provincial, rural and urban France. Aragon, typically French, 
follows the Latin bias towards sex and extra-marital relations, and takes adolescent 
experimentation and brothels in his stride. They seem all pervasive. He has a gift 

for sweeping one along in his vivid portrayal of life, character, points of view, then 
one comes up sharp against the main characters, the central plot- and he fails to strike 


the rhythm of the average American reader. $2.75 
A Few Last Minute Arrivals - Not Our Fault 
Engstrand, Sophia WILMA ROGERS Dial 


With the sympathy, honesty and credibility of Miss Munday, Miss Engstrand 
presents another facet of community service, that of a librarian in a small Illinois 
factory town. When Wilma Rogers comes to Milo she finds an apathetic community, a lib- 
rary board motivated by self interest, a dreary little library with an annual book bud- 
get of $50.00. Her struggle for a new library runs amuck through emotional entangle- 
ments, but eventually she wins her fight and, following her marriage, leaves the library 
in trained hands. Human, real portrait of a girl and a town. $2.50 


Warren, Mary Douglas RENUNION IN RENO Carlton House (Random) 


Ersatz emotions for lower grade rentals, in a story involving eight people, 
a just assortment of past loves and present, all playing a game of Going to Jerusalem 
with life, with the only complete rotter left out cold at the close. The biggest little 


city in the world is just about the busiest, with everybody in love, out again, in 
again. $2.00 


Almost Published 
Thomas, Harlan A YANK IN THE R.A.F. Random House 


Pretty unconvincing tripe, in story of a brash young American pilot who 
ferries a plane to England, falls for an American girl over there, drops his job and 
joins the R.A.F. His Wing Commander has an eye on the same girl, an American dancer, 
but he isn't exciting enough for her- she's a pushover for Tim, with his daredevil 
stunts. Topical material rather obviously worked in to give the story authentic touch- 
distributing pamphlets by planes over the Continent, fall of Holland, Dunkerque, etc. 
etc. Rentals - modern note in romance of a pilot. $2.00 


Tennant, Kylie THE BATTLERS Macmillan 


Heralded by the English press as an Australian Grapes of Wrath, this book 
seems to us to lack the sparkle, the vitality of Steinbeck, while having somewhat the 
same sociological theme, the same accuracy of detail and reflection of spirit. A story 
of life “on the track" in Australia's Middle West, of vagrants (known as bagmen) on the 
dole or wandering from town to town, collecting their hand-outs, brawling, pilfering, 
occasionally working. A robust job - done in the argot of the itinerants. Episodic, 
lacking momentum and failing to engage one's sympathy with individuals, though some of 
them emerge with a good deal of sharpness. Well done, but somewhat monotonous. $2.50 
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Late Comers These 
Chase, James Hadley TWELVE CHINKS AND A WOMAN Howell, Soskin 


Not very clean, fair or good, this flash and flesh story of Chink smuggling, 
nymphomania, torture killings and gang warfare, with Fenner, private detective, on the 
trail ofamurdered client. Thumbs down for Public Libraries. $2.00 


Pierson, Eleanor THE GOOD NEIGHBOR MURDER Howell, Soskin 


Pleasant chit-chat for so-so tale. Short and snappy to-do about the plot 
to ruin a goodwill mission to South America, which results in the American representative 
being jockeyed into suspicion for murder. A plot against the U. S. is smashed by chance, 
making this an adventure story rather than straight detection. $2.00 


Marsh, Ngaio ENTER A MURDERER Pocketbooks 


First American appearance of another episode in Inspector Allyn's crime 
file. This has to do with theater, actors, scandal and drugs. First dealer a nasty 
piece of business whom the whole case and producer had reason to hate. Alleyn finesses 
information leading to second deader and a stage set for catching the killer. . Slick 
but slim. $.25 


Wilde, Percival DESIGN FOR MURDER Random House 


Inquest established this well-known playwright as a fabricator of sharply in- 
dividually patterned mystery yarns. In this, his third venture, he again presents us with 
an urbane and ingenious departure from preceient in two incorrect solutions of a murder 
(with the third, and right one, an appended confession, never released, save to the 
reader). A houseparty, oddly chosen when one views the emotional entanglements involved, 
decides to play the game of murder. Result- the victim, selected by lot, actually be- 
comes a victim. And the party turns into a corps of self-constituted detectives, and 
reach solution number one, almost immediately proved wrong by the discovery of another 
dead: r. Enter professionals~ and they arrive at another solution- murder followed by 
suicide. Wrong again (but the verdict stands). The action of the story is implicit 
in the evidence, as each of several guests contributes his version of the events. A 
good deal of smart-alecky dialogue, sophisticated backtalk, intellectualized analysis- 


and little action. For the jaded palate. $2.00 
August 20 
Heard, H. F. A TASTE FOR HONEY Vanguard 


A quiet, simple tale of murder, as solitude and honey loving Silchester is 
drawn into justice-administering outside the law. He gets proof that an apiarist has 
killed his wife through poisonous bees, and becomes a partner to painstaking Mycroft 
and inadvertently discovers that he is an involuntary accessory to the wiping out of 


the apiarist murderer. Smooth job. $2.00 
September 5 

Seeley, Mabel THE CHUCKLING FINGERS Doubleday, Doran | 

’ Satin-smooth mystery novel in a family fracas which starts with acts of 


malignant mischief and leads to murder. Young Ann Gay finds her cousin and closest 
friend, Jacqui, framed in guilt for diabolical doings and double murder. Ann turns de- 
tectjve and solves the crimes. Ingenuous manner for some ingenious matter - expert 
timing and mechanics and pleasant romantic asides. Velvet. $2.00 
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September 9 


Dougall, Bernard I DON'T SCARE EASY Dodd, Mead 


Bright Broadway brogue for a highpressured game of Ghosts (triple murder) 
on a New York radio programme. Steve, publicity guy, plays cops and robbers in the ini- 
tial murder of a has-been actor which throws suspicion on his pet project, Linda, a 


singer. Fast going- hardboiled humor- cover up a perforated plot and solution. $2.00 
September 11 

Long, Manning HERE'S BLOOD IN YOUR EYE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

* Chipper chatter for the tangles in which beautiful Liz, a model, lands, when 


her heel of. a lover is killed, and she tries to keep all information about her past from 
the man she wants to marry. Special investigator Parrot keeps an eagle eye on her, there- 
by thwarting her plans to get the letters, and keeping her from being one of the victims. 
Liz messes things up pretty thoroughly, gets a severe case of terror when the killer is 
caught - and annexes Parrot. Fun. $2.00 


September 15 
Snow, Charles H. WOLF OF THE MESAS Macrae Smith 


Average competent tales of outlaw versus government agent, as the former, 
passing as a prosperous cattleman, plots to steal Bar M ranch, just north of the border, 
and the owner's daughter. The latter, to run his prey into the open, assumes the out- 
law's name. The agent wins as perschedule - all counts. $2.00 


September 22 
Halliday, Brett BODIES ARE WHERE YOU FIND THEM Holt 


Tough Michael Shayne goes in for politics in a big way, determined to shuffle 
his undesirable chief out of a job by putting in a new mayor. He finds two stiffs planted, 
with responsibility up to him- a frame, railroading him neatly. His candidate threatens 
a bolt, but Shayne unravels the mystery, and pulls off the election. $2.00 


September 24 
Wells, Carolyn MURDER AT THE CASINO Lippincott 


Renny, a capricious coquette, marries much older, monied Talbot, and when he 
is murdered, suspicion falls, with a thud, on Renny - two suitors-— and Rudd, her husband's 
secretary. Fleming Stone to the rescue, in a crime which may be love or money- but we're 
not handing out either for this guy. $2.00 


Marshall, Sidney SOME LIKE IT HOT Morrow 


Double death against a Chicago radio background sleuthed by prime suspect, 
radio writer Scotty, who leads the police to the solution. Much inside radio- advertis- 
ing agency material, emotional feuds engendered by first deader, obnoxious director with 
a mysterious influence, plus marital mix-ups to complicate the problem, which is theatri- 
cally but successfully solved. Properly paced amateur detecting. $2.00 
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October 8 
Field, Peter POWDER VALLEY PAY-OFF Morrow 


Dependable Western, as Sam Sloan and one eyed Ezra get up to their necks in 
murder, as a rancher, complaining about their ethics in horse raising and selling, is 
shot in the back. The trio is completed when Pat Stevens, disguised as a federal cattle 
inspector, comes to their aid, runs down the real culprit, and saves the necks of his 
old side kicks, and the trio emerges triumphant again. $2.00 


Norman, James MURDER, CHOP CHOP pP) to 1942 Morrow 


, Extravagant, exotic specialty in the mystery-adventure line, and cleverly 
camouflaged. Oriental occision in a fine game of Chinese checkers which involves black- 
mail, double murder, forgery, China!s favorite flower, and a racket -— robbing dead sol- 
diers of the safe deposit receipts. Quinto, giant Mexican guerilla with a brain to 


match his size, figures it out (which is more than this reader can do.) $2.00 
October 17 
Montgomery, Ione DEATH WON THE PRIZE Doubleday, Doran 


Murder-mystery plus spy yarn as lawyer Gibson, and his snoopy sleuth secre- 
tary, Scraps, untangle the Cisappearance of a Seattle legal light, the murder of his 
assistant and the death of his sister, on an island in Puget Sound. Plenty of red her- 
rings, suspicious doings, electrical knickknacks and a family scandal before the baddies 
get their just deserts. So-so. $2.00 


Oellrichs, Inez MURDER MAKES US GAY Doubleday, Doran 
wy *" 
Pleasure palace on southern island as setting for two deaths, sherlocked by 
lawyer-swingster whose work on trial of suspect #1, leads him to prove suspect's innoc- 
ence. Trails lead to previous trial, and cooperating with the island police, Danny 


makes a fair cop, cheated by death. Fair. $2.00 
October 21 
Brand, Max VENGEANCE TRAIL Dodd, Mead 


Adventure yarn of a 14-year old boy's hunt for his father's gun which has 
been stolen from him. The chase carries him to the frontier, where he quickly becomes 
adept in its ways, and through circumstance and daring is idolized as a god by the In- 
dian tribe with which he lives. He finds tue thief, recovers the gun, and meets up 


with his father, whose venturesome past he can now match...Better juvenile than adult 
fare. $2.00 


October 31 
Offord, Lenore Glen THE NINE DARK HOURS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
. Whee - and whee again, for a variation on the lady-alone theme, California 


version. Returning unexpectedly from a sour week-end, Cameron finds her apartment taken 
over by a stranger, Barney, who has removed all furnishings and clothing and trace of her 
occupancy. She bluffs, and he spins her a tale of murder, kidnapping, sabotage, which 

at first she believes. She helps him, is attracted to him, then- eavesdropping on hin, 
reverses her opinion, and works against him. She saves the baby- and, in turn, is saved 
by Barney .. but is unable to salvage her pride, until Barney comes for her. Pleasant 
tingles for good suspense-action number. 


$2.00 
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August 28 


Lyons, Eugene THE RED DECADE Bobbs—Merrill 
The Stalinist Penetration of America 


"The communist planetary system us with A despite the ending of the Red De- 
cade," says the author of Assignment in Utopia. "...the communist and his fellow- 
travelers are admitted to serve a foreign nation before their own...the Communist Party 
and its manifold affiliates and stooge outfits have no more claim on...Americans than 
the German Bund...The right to political organization cannot be extended to conspiracies 
against American democratic modes of existence." Such are all too briefly a summary of 
the conclusions Eugene Lyons has reached at the close of a brilliant and searching study 
of ten years of Stalin activities in the U. S. He has shown how various banners have 
cloaked the penetration, fooling many "innocents" but using many who should have known 
(if they didn't) better. He proves, fairly conclusively, the use to which the unions, 
particularly the CIO, have been put; the Negro front; the tourist racket; the unemploy- 
ment bugbear; the "penthouse Bolshevists" etc. etc. He names names, in no uncertain 
terms, when he comes to the build-up of the Liberals' myth, and this is a drastic in- 
dictment of many of his fellow journalists, Fischer, Duranty, Sheean and others; of the 
literati and critics, with Cowley, Broun, Stewart, Hindus, Freda Kirchwey and numerous 
others. Pacifist organizations, youth movements (Youth Congress in particular), various 
"Innocent Club" fronts,- all used as Trojan Horsemen in America. He does not spare Ickes, 
Jackson and Mrs. Roosevelt in his charges - not naming them as Stalinists, but showing how 
they have allowed themselves to be fooled. He outlines the steps by which Stalin has 
muscled himself into American Labor, especially in such directions as affecting national 
defense, and makes no bones of the fact of responsibility for strikes being prolonged be- 
yond their natural limits. His presentation of the case against Stalin in Spain, where 
Communist minorities overrode the righteous Loyalists to their destruction. Hollywood 
and Broadway, theatre, arts and letters - "that cankerous influence is stil gnawing at 
the heart of American art and letters". He hints at the lengths to which reprisals have 
gone in the intellectual Red Terror against those who have shown up facts. Then he traces 
the right about face, once, twice and again:- "...a complete swing around the circle in 
less than two years from the democratic interventionism of the League for Peace and De- 
mocracy, through ‘the perfervid isolationism of the American Peace Mobilization and back 
to the starting point. And the merry-go-round is still turning." Near the close he 
wisely refrains from attempting too close-up a study of the present possibilities, but 
he does say "Stalin...may have received the formal halo of Britain and the United States, 
but not an iota of their trust. For his betrayal of the anti-fascist cause Stalin col- 
lected only war and contempt." This book will be labelled "red-baiting”" - "Scare- 
mongering" - "unreliable". It may be soft-pedalled in a press which Lyons distrusts. 
But- if Out of the Night has held its place among best sellers all these months, this 
detailed expose of the record of penetration here should have a timely sale which may be 


pushed into the upper brackets by the controversial elements of its contént and handling. 
$3.00 


august 7? - 
Stowe, Leland NO OTHER ROAD TO FREEDOM Knopf 


It is perhaps unfortunate that this follows so closely on Perlin Diary, for 
in its own way it is as significant a book, and yet well] inevitably suffer by being a 
more emotional and less dramatic record. On the other hand, the story of the war in 
Finland, Norway and Greece is Stowe's story, and he has brought each one alive. He has 
shown each country at its glorious moment, while not blinding himself to the forces at 
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work, within and without, heading for destruction. All this is in his story. In it 

too is the record of the man himself, long distrustful of the Chamberlain government, 
and as a result a complete isolationist. Then, when Churchill came into power, he was 
big enough to reverse himself, and to preach his new gospel at every opportunity on his 
return. He warns us of the destructive forces at work here- the Lindberghs and the 
Wheelers - he meets their arguments point by point. Grand reading and important. $3.00 


And These Good Bets 


Don't overlook Robert Aura Smith's YOUR FOREIGN POLICY (Viking); Arthur Koestler's SCUM 
OF THE EARTH (Macmillan) is one of the most moving personal records to come from Hitler's 
continent; Carl Van Doren's SECRET HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION (Viking) is a 
"Must" for scholars; note especially FRANCE ON PERLIN TINE (Lippincott) by Thomas Keran. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS: Non-fiction 
August 18 


Borth, Christy TRUE STEEL Bobbs—Merrill 
The Story of George Matthew Verity and His Associates 


This took was a pleasant surprise. After reading success stories ad naus- 
eam, one approaches another with suspicion. But here is an absorbing record of an in- 
dustrialist who has proved himself a leader of men, and who put appreciation of human 
values before gain. Son of an old circuit rider, he translated his father's passion 
for world peace into a zeal for the best in industrial relations. The record shows that 
the American Rolling Mills in Middletown, Ohio, could achieve success through humanity. 


Men will like this picture of industry at its best. Circulars planned. $3.00 
August °’? 
Zarek, Otto SPLENDOR AND SHAME Bobbs—Merrill 


Another exile's story, but one that is more an adventure of the spirit, un- 
usually free from personal persecution and suffering, since Zarek was sufficiently ahead 
of the Nazi Inquisitors, whether in Munich, Berlin, Vienna, Budapest. A portrait of 
Germany, of the infiltration of Fascist ideology, and a portrait of the intellectual 
circles in which Zarek moved. Poet and playwright, member of the Free German Youth Move- 
ment, friend of the great (the took is full of personal anecdotal material), he was re- 
luctant witness to the decay of the country he loved, a decay he feels too deeply roo- 
ted in the national spirit ever to te overcome. Interesting first hand record. $2.50 


Stone, I.F. BUSINESS AS USUAL Modern Age 
The First Year of Defense a = 
fips Cnanot 28 


A somber indictment of U. S. current failures for an all-out defense and aid 
program, supported by statistical evidence, and with only scattered instances of bias, 
this is a damning record of short-sighted policies that can affect us now and later. A 
survey of the bottlenecks of business that make for lags in time, production, materials, 
ideas, with the spotlight on Knudsen, Stettinius, and the OPM. The complete case history 
of aluminum, quoting testimony of its investigation in Washington, the mistakes in fore- 
casting needs, the shortages that were permitted, the reality behind the public announce- 
ments of advances made, the slow progress the "arsenal of democracy" is making. High- 


lights other fields,-shipbuilding, planes, machine tools, personnel in such departments 
as skilled mechanics, technicians. A challenge to complacency and self satisfaction 
which may throw us completely off balance. Important as showing other side. $2.00 
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August 21 


Mumford, Lewis THE SOUTH IN ARCHITECTURE Harcourt, Brace 


An authority in the field, Lewis Mumford using his subject as an opportunity : 
to show how architecture can be surveyed not as technical and esthetic alone, but as a 
manifestation of the language of the spirit and an aspect of self awareness and critic- 
al understanding of the things we are living for. These are the Dancy Lectures, given 
in Alabama College, 1941, on the contribution of the South to American culture, with fo- 
cus on Thomas Jefferson, his strengths and weaknesses, his mastery of representation of 
the spirit of his time in his humanistic and classical interpretations; and on Henry Hob- 
son Richardson, whose utilitarian romanticism personified the changes of his period. $2.00 


August 27 
Benjamin, Robert Spiers - ed. I AM AN AMERICAN Alliance 


Symposium of radio interviews with many important naturalized Americans. 
The contributors include among others, - Thomas Mann, Bemelmans, Einstein, Adamic, Sena- 
tor Wagner, Knudsen, Pecora, Emil Ludwig, Stephen Wise, Sikorsky, Walter Damrosch, Luise 
Rainer etc. etc. A dozen or more nationalities are represented, varying professions, a 
good cross section, answering many criticisms of racial differences and antagonism in 
revealing the interest each speaker has in the country, its institutions, customs and 
points of view. Good propaganda material for national morale. $1.50 


September 4 
Hart, James D. THE OXFORD COMPANION TO AMERICAN LITERATURE Ox ford 


A companion volume to Harvey's Oxford Companion to English Literature, pub- 
lished in 1932, and now considered a standard work. This new volume will prove an equal- 
ly valuable reference tool. One volume dictionary of authors, titles, brief biographies, 
bibliographies. 893 novels are summarized; 134 plays; numerous short stories, essays, 
poems. It closes with a chronological index paralleling literary and socia) events. An 
essential book for public and school libraries, for lecturers, editors, jovr.alists and 
many business offices. $5.00 


September 5 


Fleisher, Wilfrid VOLCANIC ISLE Doubleday, Doran 


With Japan having taken the important step towards girding up her loins for 
warfare on a larger scale, in her move into French Indo-China, Wilfred Fleisher's analy- 
sis of the seesaw position of the "volcanic isle" comes as a timely presentation of a 
country he knows intimately. He inherited his father's paper, the Japan Advertiser, 
and when that was forced out of existence, he became Washington correspondent for the 
Herald-Tribune (1940). This is an inquiry into Japan's ambitions, with inside spot- 
lighting of the underground revolution, the "Showa Restoration", the assassination of 
statesmen, the modelling on Nazi blueprints, the infiltration of Fascist ideas. He dis- 
cusses the war with China, the relations with Axis Powers, with Russia, with Great Bri- 
taim, with America. He considers that Japan, after four years of war with China, was 
vulnerable - and the U. S. had her chance; the book had gone to press before he had a 
chance to say (as of available galleys) to what extent she had repaired that vulner- 
ability by the current move. Her personal experiences, his etching in the background, 
his evaluations all add another panel to large scale interpretation, without contribu- 
ting anything startlingly new. Good journalese and very readable. $3.00 
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September 5 


- 


Owens, Hamilton BALTIMORE ON THE CHESAPEAKE Doubleday, Doran 


The fourth of the Seaport Series is a sound contribution to this record of 
the harbors of America, but somehow not as dramatic, nor as colorful as the three that 
preceeded it. It is a sure seller in the local market, for Baltimoreans and Marylanders 
have intense local pride (even though they may fight within the family). The editor of 
that gospel of the people, the Baltimore Sun, has told the story of this one of the 
major havens. From its start, early booms, shipbuilding, privateering, piracy, slavery, 
urbanization, wars, fire, rebirth, this is a picture of the business bustle, even in the 
early dramatic days, rather than social history. Flour, tobacco, railroads, industrial- 
ization, all helped mold more in events than im men. He giwes a feeling of the rollick- 
ing vitality in the early chapters of its history. And he defines it today as "“leisure- 
ly, urban not sophisticated, prosperous but not harassed". The samples of illustrations 
available are very appealing. $3. 50 


Crow, Carl MEET THE SOUTH AMERICANS 9/!7 Harper 
The author of 400 Million Customers presents his angle on our neighbors 

with whom we did not get acquainted and fills this book of what he has seen, heard, and 

learned about the continent of the future with illuminating details, and some unflatter- 

ing comments. "With the thesis that South America is" promises, "he Lowell Thomases 

about the individuality of each country and its principal cities, their bad neightor 

policy to each other, the idocyncrasies of all, the ineptness and mistakes of business- 

men from the United States" (but he praises them as well), he is sure we should not 

te undully alarmed by Nazi trade or propaganda, and he familiarizes the reader with 

the atmosphere colorfully, simply. Good. Tllustrated by Oscar Ogg. $3.00 


Umbreit, Kenneth FOUNDING FATHERS lo]} Harper 
An Inquiry into the Beginnings of Americanism 


An analysis, personal, interpretative, rather than strictly historical, of 
six great Americans, of the "whys" of their natures, prominence and c mtributions to 
ways of thought, government, civilization and culture. It is the Boswelling of the 
nature of Americanism and the men who brought it into being:- Jefferson, the Adams, 
Hancock, Patrick Henry, Washington. They speak for themselves or through their con- 
temporaries, with a resultant sense of personal acquaintance. An arbitrary choice of 
three from Virginia, three from Massachusetts, but the author's curiosity and specula- 
tions about the personalities, contradictions, characteristics make animated, rewarding 


reading. $3.50 


September 8 


Owen, Maggie THE BOOK OF MAGGIE OWEN Bobbs—Merrill 





The diary of a 12 year old Irish miss, who, in 1908, learns that the English 
can be loved, that "Prodestands" are not horned devils, that being nobel is a great 
strain, and that Ireland, Paris and a boat trip to the United States are all filled with 
excitement. There's a naive charm about her soul searchings, her interest in the people 
around her, her three loves — the English boy, the American doctor, the boat steward - 
and her precocious observations. With its mispellings, youthful spirits, it recalls 
The Young Visiters and will amuse that same market. Speciality. $2.00 
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September 4 ( 


Smith, Robert Aura YOUR FOREIGN POLICY: HOW, WHAT AND WHY Viking 

Here is the ideal handbook for the layman who would know the answer to the 
question of what is our foreign policy, if any. "Our foreign policy," says the author, 
"is a summary of history, of diplomacy, of war and peace, of aspiration and disappoint- 
ment. It is the sum total of our citizenry." To prove his thesis, he presents a careful 
analysis of the machinery of policy,-the Dept. of State in all its phases; the substance 
of policy,-ete.; and the function of protection, by which we maintain our sovereignty. 


Then, in more challenging array, the dynamics of foreign policy-a record of how we have 
put our principles to work by positive and negative procedure, where we have succeeded, 


where we seem to have fallen down, where we are today. Finally, the part the citizen 
plays. $2.75 


September 9 
Ratcliff, J. D. LIVES AND DOLLARS Dodd, Mead 


A survey - popular in tone - of the recent developments from the research 
laboratories, the men and events behind them. Medical achievements in terms of nutrition, 
preventatives, vaccines, as they relate to anemia, pellagra, vitamins, rickets, influenza, 
pneumonia, fatigue, Rocky Mountain fever, smallpox, etc. How the knowledge was acquir- 
ed, the part manufacturers have played, the safeguards. Then too there are the advances 
made in care of premature babies, in child development, in industrial and agricultural 


progress. Science made easy for the layman, related to his own life. $3.00 
de Madariaga, Salvador HERMAN CORTES Wi 16/2? Macmillan 


Biography of the conqueror of Mexico, a work of exhaustive scholarship, 
which supplies the reader with a fresh viewpoint. From the foreboding of Motecucuma, 
(the author's spelling of the more familiar Montezuma) to the early life and experiences 
of Cortes, his rise to leadership and his famous deeds, his death - a story of the times 
and of the man who rises above men, then and now, of the contrast of two civilizations 
and worlds, Indian and Spanish. It underlines the pattern of Cortes' character, the 
turning points of his conquest of an undreamed of world. It examines all phases of 
interpretation, giving a portrait of light and shade, depths and highlights. And the 
result is impressive, never pedantic nor remote. Excellent companion piece to his 
Christopher Columbus, and not as controversial. Illustrated, end papers and maps.$4.00 


September 15 
Barker, Catherine S. YESTERDAY TODAY Caxton 


A case worker for the F ERA gives a factual account of the isolated re- 
gions of Arkansas, Ozark mountaineers, still living an 18th century life and culture. 
There is material on traveling in the mountains, on the architecture, the music, the 
agricultural methods in the hills and in the bot.tom lands under a static paternalistic 
system. There is portrayal of the hill people, their personal appearance, marriage, 
children, education, family life, health, character, superstition, fatalism and a recom- 
mendation for amelioration of their hopeless struggle. A document of social import, 
offered with sympathetic understanding. Illustrated with photographs. $3.50 
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September 15 


Herring, Pendleton THE IMPACT OF WAR Farrar & Rinehart 
Our American Democracy Under Arms 


The: author of. Presidential Leadership takes the position that we can develop 
great military strength and preserve our free civil institutions. To prove his thesis, 
he analyzes our military forces and agencies in relation to national life, the army, 
West Point, the War Department, Congress and the President as Commander-in-Chief. Using 
past experiences, he points up our weaknesses, paradoxes, the drawbacks of a military 
regime in peacetime, under democracy. But he also-shows how with greater discipline 
and coordination of industrial and economic forces with the military, war and democracy 
are not contradictory but can function, one within the other. Not for casual reader, 


but for the student of political, economic, military aspects of war. $2.50 
Mchetre? 2.0 
Meyer, Jerome S. EVERYTHING FOR THE PARTY Macrae Smith 


An expert party man, whose game books are standards in their field, here 
presents in convenient form, a book of games and puzzles, up to the minute. Old games 
in new manners, and new games. Excellent for all ages, for parties, for the family, 
for groups of any kind. Oral games, paper and pencil games, modern quiz games, mind 
reading stunts, charades and "The Game", games of action - and at the back, lists and 
answers. Good for camps, schools - and week-end hostesses. $2. 00 


French, Sidney J. TORCH AND CRUCIBLE: Princeton Press 
Life of Antoine Lavoisier 


Biography of the founder of modern chemistry, Antoine Lavoisier, full, au- 
thentic, but marred for popular consumption by a formality of manner and the character 
of the man himself. Severe, cold, shrewd to his enemies, kindly, liberal to others. 
such was the man who was to formulate the principles of the then new science. His 
theory of the conservation of mass, his naming of oxygen and the principle of combus- 
tion, finally made him the leading man of his times. His salon combined nobles and in- 
tellectuals. But nothing could save him from the guillotine, when Revolution came. Not 
for the general reader, but for the scientist, primarily. $3.50 


Palmer, R. R. TWELVE WHO RULED: Princeton Press 
The Committee of Public Safety during the Terror 


The resemblance between the period of terror during the French Revolution 
and the terror of modern dictatorships gives this a tiimeliness which does not, however, 
succeed in marking the book as one for the general reader. The job is of amazing pro- 
portions in research and detail, in its scrutiny of the men who instituted the Reign of 
Terror, their policies, their deeds, the nightmare of horrors, the organization and the 


conditions it engendered, the final defeat of the reign, minutely examined, weighed and 


appraised. Parallel drawn to today's dictators, used for anti-republican purposes. 
$3.75 


Guttmacher, Manfred S. AMERICA'S LAST KING Scribner — 
An Interpretation of the Yadness of George III 


‘A psychiatrist writes a full-bodied, animated, exhaustive biography of 
George III, written with the emphasis on his insanity, but against a complete picture 
of his reign and his period. It is a tragic story of the conservative, obstinate, over- 
conscientious man with an overweening sense of duty and kingship, which resulted in at- 
tacks of manic depression. The problems of his reign, the dissension within and without, 
the failures of his dissipated offspring all fostered the germs of madness. His closing 
years were the natural outcome. A moving story of the Hanoverian Lear. $3.00??? 
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Septemter 15 












N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
Home Institute 










AMERICA'S HOUSEKEEPING BOOK Scribner 





* America's Cookbook, America’s Garden Book, now America's Housekeeping Book - 
the three together form an excellent reference shelf for every homemaker. The new vol- 
ume starts out with choosing a home, goes on from that to budgeting your time so as to 
get the most out of life, and then proceeds to chart a course of efficient management of 
the home, -— methods, operation and management, handling of employees (though this is not 
intended for the large income group so much as for the moderate income group). Virtually 
every phase of household routine is covered, and the book is straight factual information, 
with lots of helpful, constructive advice, and covers not only daily and weekly routine, 
but all the emergency circumstances that arise. The one section to which I take excep- 
tion is that dealing with money management. Better omit budget programs than include 

such sketchy ones, with so little explanation or definition. $2.50 




































Gamow, George BIOGRAPHY OF THE EARTH Viking 


The author of The Birth and Death of the Sun once again succeeds in presen- 
ting abstract scientific facts in so human and entertaining a way that one reads with 
avid curiosity his marshalling of the known and assumed facts concerning the source of 
earth, moon; the possibilities of life elsewhere in the universe; the assumptions con- 
cerning what goes on below the earth's surface; a recnnstruction of the history of con- 
tinents, oceans, mountains; the story told by sedimentation; the origin of life. When 


all is said and done, human history seems relatively unimportant. I11''d. $3.00 
& September 16 
Gregg, Alan-MD THE FURTHERANCE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH Yale 


Medical research in its relationships to society as a whole, the present 
organization agencies and supporters, its significance and potentialities; the institu+ 
tions conducting or furthering medical research and their interrelationship. Then he 
takes up the research student, worker, man,- his tasks and its demands on him. A tech- 
nical book of comment and criticism, by the Director of Medical Sciences at the Rocke- ~~ 
feller Foundation- not an autobiography. The bones and framework behind the scope and 
limitation of the science, rather than the flesh and blood battle against disease and 
ignorance. Designed for foundations, agencies, staff and directors- and community 
conscious laymen. $2.00 


Late September 
Brown, Harry THE POEM OF BUNKER HILL Scribner 


One of the younger poets takes to the new verse vogue, narrative poetry of 
historical import, celebrating the spirit of the early America. Free verse, with action 
and pace, to tell the story of Bunker Hill, from the invocation at Cambridge to the 
march to Charlestown and the battle which raged through threecharges- Adequate but un- 
inspired from the poetic angle, robust and colorful in material and detail. $2.00??? 


Carr, Philip } THE ENGLISH ARE LIKE THAT Scribner 





A clear headed, dispassionate and sound appraisal of the English people and 
& their institutions by an English journalist, a book which edifies, rather than illumines, 
the country and the character. He summarized their traits, which include modesty, humor, 
restrained emotion, incapability of decision, a tendancy to rely on instinct. He analyzes 
Parliamentary Government, where liberty and justice take precedence over equality; their 
social structure, their home life, education, press, industry, arts, sports. And he 
closes with profiles of their leaders. Nice interjection of anecdotes. $2.75 
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September 22 


Paul, Eliot & INTOXICATION MADE EASY Modern Age 
Quintanilla, Luis 


A specilaty of specialties, gastronomic gratification in a little book all 
about Spanish Rice, enlivened with sly bawdy asides. Its ingredients (wines, mussels, 
shrimps, scallops, inkfish, salt-3 kinds-, pepper saffron, peas, port, etc.) how to se- 
cure them, their habits and habitats, how to prepare the dish and serve it up with pro- 
per music and conversation. Elite erudition and entertainment for the gourmet. Spritely, 


leering illustrations by Quintanilla. Note:- not for the Middle Western housewife. 
$2.00 


September 23 ph 


Ven tthe Yee 
Dorsey, Florence L. , RIVER-MAN:; [OHOHW> <p Houghton, Mifflin 
Henry Shreve & the Congwest of the Mississippi 


Biography of the man who was foremost in creating the era of Mississippi 
steamboating, an energetic, relentlessly persistent, ambitious water pioneer. Another 
source aspect of regional-background import, adequately and authentically surveyed and 
portrayed - but not the sort of book that will catch the imagination of the inland 
waterway enthusiast. His life was full of interest,- early years of fur trading, sail- 
ing the Ohio in a keelboat; then with the coming of steam, a mounting ambition tc con- 
quer the Mississippi and his achievement of his goal, against odds; closing years with 
farming and railroading occupying his attention. Not particularly compelling in hand- 


ling. ; $4,50— 
pas oe 
Mayer, Edwin Justus SUNRISE IN MY POCKET Messner . 


The Last Days of Davy Crockett: A Play 


Personally, I thought Carl Van Doren's foreword the best part of the book. 
The full length play was thinly spun; its symbolism was far-fetched, its action tenuous. 
The first scene, when Davy gathers his strange followers, prior to setting out for "the 
Texas" - and the final scene in the Alamo, have high spots of real drama; there are one 


or two vivid moments in the body of the play. But as a whole it is pretty dull. $2.00 | 





Lewis, Wilmarth Sheldon THREE TOURS THROUGH LONDON Yale 


Evocative sketches of three 18th century periods (1748, 177€, 1797), as 
London is viewed through an imaginary tourist's eyes. How the Londoners lived, what 
they were like, what there was for the tourist to see, do and feel, what things cost. 
There is implicit the underlining of the resemblance of 1748 to 1928, of 1776 to 1930, 
of 1797 to 1940. Not especially wide in appeal, but more readable than most lecture | 


texts. These were the Colver Lectures at Brown University. $2.50 
September A onus a 
Hinchman, Walter S. ENGLAND: Short Account of its Life & Culture Little, Brown 


A one volume history of England, political, social and cultural, and al- 
though it is written for the layman as well as for the student, a work of this magni- 
tude is apt to prove overmuch for the general reader. Chronologically and topically 
the "English experience" from earliest days to the present. A level, clear appraisal, 
basically conservative in interpretation, including the cultural aspects of English de- 
velopment with the political and social. A generous amount of critique devoted to the 


arts of each century. For reference largely- public libraries, schools, colleges. 
$3.50 
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September 25 
Barrett, James Wyman JOSEPH PULITZER AND HIS WORLD Vanguard 


A life sized portrait of Joseph Pulitzer, that giant of journalism who gave 
The World “its most distinctive impulse", who stood for courage and liberalism and above 
all honesty, as epitomized by his classic phrase,- " Accuracy is to a paper what virtue 
is to a woman". Of humble Hungarian parentage, homely and gauche, his quick-silver tem- 
perament was to make him rise meteorically from nobody to editorship of the Post-Dispatch, 
then of The World. Under his force, The World soon dominated all papers of his time, 
standing for progressive political reform. Prone to nervous attacks from abuse of his 
physical energy, blind at 45, he carried on nevertheless from far and near to direct his 
paper. His classic fights- with Dana of the Sun, with T.R., with his brother Albert. 
The founding of the Pulitzer Awards. His death. The World carried on after his death, 
until its eclipse. Written by the last City Editor, good journalism about a great jour- 
nalist, livewire, enthusiastic, fast and perhaps a trifle overly full. The World has a 
still extant throng of admirers- an aura of worship has hovered around its name. To 
these - and to newspaper people everywhere, this book will mean much. $3.75 


September 30 
Koeetler, Arthur SCUM OF THE EARTH Macmillan 


¥ Don't dismiss this as just another refugee horror story, for even to a sated 
market, a book as well done as this should hold appeal. Here with Hans Habe's A Thou- 
sand Shall Fall, is one of the most terrible and most moving personal indictments to 

come from Hitler's continent. It is a less sensational book than the Habe, but more 
deeply thought out. As France started to crumble, Koestler moved to Paris with the 

girl he loved. There- with apprehension- he awaited the inevitable visit of the police. 
internment in a concentration camp, which was the lot of the "scum of the earth", Jews, 
anti-fascists, communists, White Russians, in all 10% of the French population at the 
time. The French harbored bitter resentment against these exiles, had no sympathy for 
their rebuttal of Fascism. Koestler was taken to Le Vernet, a concentration camp typi- 
cal of the French “ignominy, corruption, laissez-faire"- dirty, cold, diseased, unchecked. 
He was released after four months, but not supplied with the papers necessary to get out. 
The fall of France, exodus, and enforced protection against both French and Germans, he 
Joined the Foreign Legion. An appalling picture of life under the "reign of terror of 
crooks and seniles" and eventually escape to England, via Africa and Lisbon. One of the 
most compelling records of the procession of despair, of those exiles who found no refuge 


save in chains. $2. 50 
October—3 infs Ia ie . 
Jordan, Philip D. & SONGS OF YESTERDAY Doubleday, Doran 
Kessler, Lillian A Song Anthology of American Life 


Words and music of songs popular in their day, reflecting humor, satire, 
social point of view of their day. Old time favorites of barroom and dance hall, of 
melodrama, "the boards" and the trail, of Broadway and the mining camps. 125 pieces 
included, under 19 classifications, each introduced by an editorial note and illustrated 


with drawings in period flavor. Ideal format- convenient size for piano use. $3.00 
October 7 
Morton, H. V. MIDDLE EAST Dodd, Mead 


I confess to disappointment, for I had hoped that, this time, chance had 
given this intrepid traveler an opportunmty to link recent experiences with world 
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affairs. "Middle East" to me conveyed modern scenes of struggle- his maps showed places 
that had been headlined. But he makes no attempt to merge the patterns, and after all, 
why should he. What he shows is of more lasting fame,- the Oasis of Siwa, Alexandria 
and Cairo, Luxor, monasteries, deserts, pyramids, tombs; Jerusalem and Bethlehem; 
Baghdad, the site of Babylon; the trail of St. Paul; Turkey old and new; and the glory 
that was Greece. Morton invests his travel books with his ineffable spirit. $3.00 


Announcing for October 14 
Audubon, John James THE BIRDS OF AMERICA Macmillan 


This bids fair to be one of the most publicized gift books of the Fall. 
Whether it can break the jinx against recent Audubon books or not remains to be seen. 
Anyhow, at this price, a complete reproduction of the 453 illustrations of the Ele- 
phant Folio of Audubon''s Birds, plus a descriptive text and introduction by William 
Vogt, editor of Bird Lore, the book is a grand buy. Identical paper with the $12.50 


edition, bound in buckram, stamped in gold. Imperial Edition at only $4.95 
October 19 
Driscoll, Charles ) PIRATES AHOY! Farrar & Rinehart 


An old pushover for pirates' yarns with hearty enthusiasm for corsairs and 
buccaneers, alleged and actual, past and not so past, little known and famous- frankly 
it seems to me to be more down the line of a boys' book than an adult book. Among the 
famous names, there's Drake, John Paul Jones, Decatur; there are stories of Turks and 
the Barbary Coast; there's Rachael who married a corsair and gave him a run for his 
money; there are tales of buried treasure, etc. Ill'd by Thomas Fogarty, Jr. $3.50 


Retreover 77 Bw y. , 


Hughes, Langston SHAKESPEAR IN HARLEM Knopf 





In the rich, colloquial idiom and rhythm of his people one of the foremost 
Negro poets contributes some more lyric poetry. Blues, ballads and mammy songs, with 
much of the spiritual quality, melody and color and melancholy; songs of love or lack 


of love, of loneliness, from Harlem to Texas. Predictable market. $2. 50 
c 
October 
Baker, Ray Stannard NATIVE AMERICAN: "David Grayson” Scribner 
Famous journalist and- on the side- creator of "David Grayson"- tells the 
story of his boyhood and youth. turdy Americanism, this, revealing the pattern of the 


last frontier, of a life which spanned the shift from pioneering to civilization, from 
individualism to an uneasy form of socialism. This first volume carries him through the 
formative years, recording in delightful simplicity, with a keen sense of story and per- 
sonality, his family (particularly his father), his schooling, his early contacts with 
people and life. He writes of early gropings towards a profession, of the hard knocks 


of Chicago journalism, of his beginnings as a writer, an early "muckraker". Good going. 
$3.00 


Langdon, Wm. Chauncy EVERYDAY THINGS IN AMERICAN LIFE Vol. II Scribner 


This takes up the second century of our civilization,- 1776-1876, and traces 
the factors in opening up the new country, river boats, roads, canals, bridges, Conestoga 
wagons and stages. There were the great water highways and the beginnings of steam. There 
was the canal period. There were peddlers, traders, and finally general stores. There were 
newspapers, of growing importance. And-in the picture of home life, there were new types 
of homes, new rooms with new uses, new developments in heating, lighting, plumbing, de- 
corations; new clothing; and along the line, new industries. Again a fascinating gal- 
lery liberally illustrated, of developing American life. $3.00 
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10 
October #22 
Flexner, Simon WILLIAM HENRY WELCH & Viking 
& James T. THE HEROIC AGE OF AMERICAN MEDICINE 


Simon Flexner, pupil of Welch, and James, his son, author of Doctors on 

Horseback, combine forces to write this extensive, judicious biography of the "greatest 
statesman in the field of public health". A gentle, genial man, Welch nonetheless lived 
a wholly impersonal life, self-contained, undemonstrative, having almost no close rela- 
tionships. This in itself conditions his biography, which is an appraisal of the work 
rather than the man. Johns Hopkins took shape under him, giving him freedom for oppor- 
tunity rather than wealth or fame. He towered over medicine, "determining, creating, 
helping change a backward profession into a leading profession of his time". Labora- 
tories, clinical reform, public health - betterment of medicine on all fronts. The wor- 


ship in which he is held by the profession will stimulate wide interest in this book. 
$3.75 


Van Doren, Carl SECRET HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION | O |b Viking 


I have had access to about 4/5 of the material on this revealing documentary 
evidence concerning the secret spy network established by the British among the Tories 
of Revolutionary days, and particularly as relating to the oft fictionized Benedict 
Arnold. Papers of Sir Henry Clinton were discovered in London within the past few years, 
sold to the Clements Library, Ann Arbor, and released for examination to Carl Van Doren 
alone. With these as groundwork, and with indefatiguable scholarship, tracing down the 
secret history of treachery. Mr. Van Doren has brought together primary source material, 
frequently disproving accepted romantic versions, but presenting in their place a complete 
network of evidence. The first part deals with numerous minor activities and personal- 
ities; the major part of the book deals with the Arnold record, checked and double 
checked, and proving conclusively that Arnold throughout his career, held to self-inter- 
est, used his official position to feather his own nest, double-crossed his country 
repeatedly, demanded exemption from inconveniences other patriots shared. The dealings 
with the British were a matter not of conviction but of pocketbook- the final move was 
made only when his demands were agreed to. And in most of ‘this, his wife, Peggy Arnold, 
shorn of her glamorous cloud, was definitely involved. Implicit in all of this material 
is aidramatic exciting story. Mr. Van Doren has let the material speak for itself- has 
refrained from capitalizing on its adventure aspects. This may lose him the mass sales 
that such a book might have, but will give him a permanent place in the gallery of seri- 
ous scholars, making his book indubitably an American "first" which is an essential item 
for students of American history everywhere. The section of the book which I have not 
seen presumably deals with the end of Arnold's career, after the escape. Supplementary 
note when galleys are available. Autographed edition limited to 600 copies. $15.00 

Trade - $3.75 


October 17 
Dane, Clemence TRAFALGAR DAY 1940 Doubleday, Doran 


A slight volume containing a memorial poem to the memory of the great Nelson, 
whose spirit, released by the bombing of St. Pauls, walks abroad, inspiring the British 
people to sustained valor and tenacity. $.25 


Announcing for October 22 


Hanoteau, Jean & THE MEMOIRS OF GEN. de CAUL.AINCOURT Morrow 
Libaire, George- eds. 


With Napoleon in Russia ($4.00) and No Peiace with Napoleon ($3.00) now 
available in boxed set at $5.00. Hitler's attack on Russia has given new impetus to 
the interest in this definitive record - contemporary source material. $5.00 
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October bel lo-id 


Scruggs, Anderson M. RITUAL FOR MYSELF Macmillan 


Not, as the title might imply, private personal poetry, but rather catholic 
lyrics on general, popular themes, by a man who has contributed to some extent to popu- 
lar magazines and newspapers. Everyday themes, in everyday dress,- places, people, sea- 
sons, love, remembrance, death. Certain grandiloguence of phraseology lifts these sen- 
timental verses slightly above the average, but lends a dated feel. Sort of masculine 
Grace Noll Crowell- but not "quite as quite". $2.00 


Better Late than Never - But Too Many 


Published 
Wadelton, Tommy ° MY FATHER IS A QUIET MAN Coward, McCann 


Further vicissitudes in the Wadelton family (My Mother Is A Violent ‘Yoman) 
as 14 year old Tommy Tells All - he knows, or has heard - about his father, who was "bad 
word” if he wanted to be an architect, who fell in love with a married woman, who did 
get into the army and stayed there, and married his love, now a widow. Though father is 
the focus, mother is not slighted - in the least, for without her exciting presence how 
could father be a quiet man? There are many spots of fun with not too deliberate humor, 
and this makes a good supplement to the earlier book. $1.50 


Chamberlain, Samuel THE COAST OF MAINE Hastings House 


Another volume of photographic gems, interpreting- this time- the spirit of 
the coast of Maine. Lovely as it is, somehow it doesn''t strike quite such a character- 
istic and individual note as Lexington and Concord, New England Doorways and several of 
the others. Perhaps he has selected less original bits of landscape and architecture; 
but it seems interpretative of the picturesque rather than the characteristically rugged 
and sturdy aspects. $2.00 


Sandwell, B. K. THE CANADIAN PEOPLES Oxford 


An addition to The World Today series, and a small book important in its 

own right, a book that should make us understand our neighbors to the north better. 
Unfortunately, the author assumes too much on the part of his readers; he gives insuf- 
ficient historical and political background for his excellent analysis of the national 
and regional differences which are an important part of Canada, now as formerly. Ameri- 
can readers, outside of Canada, need a clear cut chart of chronological facts of settle- 
ment and conquest; another chart of the political system. Much of this is implicit in 
this text about the peoples; but the text would be better against a primer of fact. 


None the less, worth reading for the facts he gives. $1.00 
Williams, Emlyn THE CORN IS GREEN: A Play Random House 

A moving play about a young Welsh miner - in which Ethel Barrymore has been 
playing the lead part on Broadway. $2.00 
Low, David LOW ON THE WAR: Cartoon Commentary 1939-1941 ; Simon & Schuster 


The best of British cartoonists, and one of the foremost political cartoon- 
ists of our times. Humor, satire» understanding. In this chronological sequence with 
running commentary one gets the pattern of events and of England's reaction to them. 
The introductory section is a masterly presentation of the whole philosophy of the car- 
toon. The New York Times has published some of his work, so it is not unfamiliar to 
American readers and this should widen his public to embrace all comers. $2.00 


a - 
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Practically Published 


Galloway, George B. ed. PLANNING FOR AMERICA Holt 


The Field Representative of the National Economic and Social Planning Assos#- 
ciation has presented in this volume a symposium of opinion and inquiry into the progress 
of economic and social planning in the United States. To this end he has selected ex- 
perts in each field (unfortunately, too many write as professors and theorists rather 
than practical engineers). A common outline, covering nature of the study, agencies, 
problems, solutions, and possible futures as well as special application in time of war, 
was presented to each contributor. The conclusion- the necessity of long range planning 
to avoid depressions, to use to the full human and material resources, to preserve social 
and economic gains, to make the transition from free to partially controlled economy. 
Covers nature and physical aspects, resource planning, economic planning, social planning, 
area planning, defense and overall aspects in war and peace. Useful reference but too 


pedagogical for average layman. $4.00 
Keran, Thomas FRANCE ON BERLIN TIME Lippincott 
- Parts of this appeared in the SEP - but in its entirety it makes a more 


significant story, this record of occupied France, as seen by the editor of the Paris ed. 
ition of Vogue. Sell it as a "fill-in" for the outline prescribed by You Can't Do Bust- 
ness with Hitler, in so far as the intimate details of daily living, working, planning. 
He shows a Germany determined to make France pay, bleeding the country dry. He pictures 
business, industry, finance, labor, the press, radio, entertainment - under the iron 
heel. He draws a tragic picture of home life, youth, education, religion. Very good 


reading, dramatic, revealing, naming names and indicating trends. Should be easy sel- 
ling. $2.75 


Ewert, Lt. Col. Earl C. THE UNITED STATES ARMY Little, Brown 


From recruit through training centers, schooling, to action in the field- a 
book very fully illustrated but with excellent running text. General information covers 
classificztions, food, crafts, recreation, pay and promotion; specific sections for each 
branch of service, for army organization. Plus sale for boys. $1.25 


Donne John & COMPLETE POETRY AND SELECTED PROSE Random House 
Blake, William 
The introduction to this new volume in Random House Lifetime Library is by 
Robert Silliman Hillyer, and is a splendid appraisal of each man, a comparison of their 
likenesses and their differences, their contributions to revolution each in his time. 
Texts of Donne's complete poetry and selected prose; of Blake''s complete poetry from the 
Nonesuch Press Editions. An important addition to an excellent series. $3.50 


TWO GARDEN BOOKS 


Uppman, Elsa & THE VISUAL GARDEN MANUAL Lane Publ. Co. 
Orpet, E. O. San Francisco 


The perfect book for the novice gardener, and a useful handbook for all 
amateur gardeners. How to do it, step by step, for the eye-minded, who can take in the 
facts in diagrams and pictures, and who can follow this clear, siimple analysis of garden- 
ing technique. Under specific main headings, the arrangement is alphabetized, which 
makes quick location easy. A garden book you'll find useful in gardening time. $1.00 


Bates, A. THE GARDENER'S THIRD YEAR Longmans, Green 
Presumably a juvenile (see page 347) but useful (I've proved it) for adults. 
This volume covers shrubs, trees and vines - the garden plan for formal and informal 


gardens, and with its predecessors, a good reference library which does not assume too 
professional a background. (Coming September 24) 


$2. 50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday Doran 
Garnett, David- WAR IN THE AIR- Price from $3.00 to $3.50. Illustrated 
with 8 pages halftones. 
Green, E.- ARIADNE SPINNING-~ Price from $2.50 to $2.00 
Lansing, Marion- NICHOLAS ARNOLD, TOOLMAKER-(J) from 8/22 to 9/19 
Walpole, Hugh- THE BLIND MAN'S HOUSE- from 8/18 to 8/8 
Greenberg 
Kozlenko, Wm.-Ed.- 100 NON-ROYALTY RADIO PLAYS- Price from $2.25 to $4.25 
Harcourt Brace 
Dos Passos, John- THE GROUND WE STAND ON- from 8/14 to 8/29 
Sophocles- OEDIPUS AT COLONNUS- from 8/21 to 8/14 
Stolper, J.- WHISKERS- (J) from 8/21 to 8/28 
Harper 
Banning, Margaret C.- SALUD! A SOUTH AMERICAN JOURNAL- Price from $3.00 to 
$2.75. Date from 7/23 to 8/8 
Cowles, Virginia- LOOKING FOR TROUBLE- Price from $3.50 to $3.00 
Knopf 
Cain, James- MILDRED PIFRCE- from 8/18 to 9/?? or 10/?? 
Lippincott 
Carrick, G.- CONSIDER THE DAISIES- from 9/3 to 9/10 
Newman, R.H.— FLING OUT THE BANNER=- from $2.50 to $2.00 
Longmans Green 
O'Brien, M.N.- RORY O'MORY-(J) from 9/3 to 9/10 
Macmillan 
Barker, G.- SELECTED POEMS- from 8/19 to 9/18 
Dark, Eleanor- THE TIMELESS LAND- Price from $3.00 to $2.75. Date from 
7/29 to 9/30. October Selection of the Book of the Month 
Duley, M.-— HIGHWAY TO VALOUR- from 8/5 to 9/2 . 
Moore, M.-— WHAT ARE YEARS- from 9/2 to 10/7 
Thompson, V.- THAILAND- from 8/5 to 9/16 
Turnbull, A.G.- DEAR ME- from 9/16 to 8/26 
Morrow 


Haig-Brown, R.L.- RETURN TO THE RIVER- Limited Edition from $7.50 to $10. 00 


Report reference to Salar The Salmons Author is Henry, not Thames, 
Williamson. 
Simon & Schuster 
Freeman, W.-— HEAR HEAR~ Definite date 8/15 
Weidman, Jerome-— I'LL NEVER GO THERE ANY MORE- from 8/? to 9/? 


Stokes 
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Page 


330 
321 
314 
318 


333 
274 


328 
281 


272 
296 
287 


291 
292 


281 
274 
244 
320 
276 


327 
331 


332 


330 
319 


Lepasisihint G. A.- A BIBLE ABC (J)- Please note this will have a Roman Catholic 


Edition which has received Imprimatur for Parochial Nursery 


Schools and Roman Catholic homes 
Viking 


Aldington, Richard- THE VIKING BOOK OF POETRY OF THE ENGLISH SPEAKING WORLD 


Definite date 9/22 
Bailey, C.S.- HOMESPUN PLAYDAYS-(J) from 8/18 to 10/? 
Gaggin, Eva R.- DOWN RYTON WATER- (J) from 8/18 to 10/? 
Whittlesey House 
Clough, F.C.- WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE OF EMFORIA- from 9/? to 10/? 
Glick, Carl- SHAKE HANDS WITH THE DRAGON- Price from $2.50 to $2.75 


341 


303 
283 
285 


332 
329 
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August 18 


August 20 


August 21 


August 25 


August 2€. 


August 28 


August ?? 


Published- 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR- AUGUST 15TH TO SEPTEMBER 1ST 


Steen, Marguerite- THE SUN IS MY UNDOING (Viking) 

Hanley, James- THE OCEAN (Morrow) 

O'Hara, Mary- MY FRIEND FLICKA (Lippincott) 

White, Ethel Lina- SHE FADED INTO AIR (Harper) 

Burn, Jane- LIVING HIGH (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 

Habe, Hans- A THOUSAND SHALL FALL (Harcourt Brace) 
Sheean, Vincent- BIRD OF THE WILDERNESS (Random House) 
Selby, John- ISLAND IN THE CORN (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Anderson, Barbara Tunnell- THE DAYS GROW COLD (Macmillan) 


Leech, Margaret- REVEILLE IN WASHINGTON (Harper) 
Lyons, Eugene- THE RED DECADE (Bobbs Merrill) 


Stowe, Leland- NO OTHER ROAD TO FREEDOM (Knopf) 


Please Add These Titles To Your July Calendars 
Wadelton, Tommy- MY FATHER IS A QUIET MAN (Coward McCann) 


Keran, Thomas- FRANCE ON BERLIN TIME (Lippincott) 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
King, Dorothy N. FIND THE ANIMALS Harcourt, Brace 


This is a good idea for a play book, but the execution isn't quite satis- 
factory. There's an introduction of each of the zoo animals on a double spread, with 
a given name —- plus the species - associated with each picture. Then over the empty 
cage pictures the given name-— Humpo, Trunko, etc. is given, with a caption suggesting 
that the animal be found and put back in his cage. An envelope at the back contains 
thin cardboard animals. The idea is to identify and slip them back where they belong. 
My question is:- Can the child who is learning to identify animals from pictures also 
make the double identification with given name plus genus name? Perhaps this will go 
better with four and five year olds than with three year olds. The pictures, by Joseph 
Sica are nice- with enough humor to keep them from being stereotyped. (8/28) $1.50 


Rey, H. A. CURIOUS GEORGE Houghton, Mifflin 


This has a primer value too, as the vocabulary is, on the whole, a simple 
one for beginners, and there is enough repetition, association of action pictures with 
text, to carry the first year reader over the more difficult words. But five year 
olds- and even younger - will get some chuckles out of the story of the monkey whose 
curiosity led to his capture, then to successive adventures en route to New York, and 
finally to a happy home in the zoo. The artist has a sense of the child's liking for 
simple form, gay colors, humor and action. A newcomer, for American children, and a 
find. (8/17) - $1.75 


Jahn, Mary Lee YELLY Oxford 


There was one yellow duckling who was convinced that her wings would not 
carry her, until the fox scared her into flight from the dried up pool to wider waters. 
Lovely pictures by the creator of Fawny - simpler, more direct, more childlike. Hard 


luck it should come the same season as Make Way for Ducklings. (9/4) $2.00 
Sewell, Helen PEGGY AND THE PUP Oxford 
* New technique for Helen Sewell - and she is equally successful in this med- 


ium and reveals a keen sense of fun. I like this better than Peggy and the Pony (1936), 


it is more original and more humorous. Nonsense is at a premium. This is good. (9/18). 
$1.25 


Tudor, Tasha SNOW BEFORE CHRISTMAS Oxford 


Once again lovely pictures, with soft coloring, and this time a more clear 
cut job of reproduction. Slightly larger than conventional stocking book size, but 
still a small book, with a story of an old time Christmas in New England and of the 
share the children had in the preparations and activities. Good reag aloud material 
for holiday time, from picture book age pr sda 


$1.00 
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Ackley, Edith Flack & Telka PLEASE Stokes 


A manners book for a tiny child - a step below the favorite Manners Can Be 
Fun by Munro Leaf - with saying "please" as the basic idea and with a reward at the end 
in the shape of a tiny book for the child who achieves the goal. (10/1) $.75 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Haywood, Carolyn RETSY AND BILLY Harcourt, Brace 


Author of "B" Is For Betsy has a new story about good times and trials in 
the second grade. Like the others, it is a good picture of seven-year old interests, 
from loose tooth rivalries to the excitements of Valentine's Day and Christmas, and will 
appeal te young children. Simple vocabulary and good big type; nice pictures by the 
author. (10/2) $2.00 


Watkin, Lawrence E. THOMAS JONES AND HIS NINE LIVES Harcourt, Brace 
Lots and lots of splendid full-page pictures and double-spreads, beautifully 
reproduced in black and white, and drawn by Janice Holland, decorate this story of a 
five-year-old girl and her big black cat, who was fond enough of her owner to put up 
with such endearments as "Honey" and "Sweety-pie" and even such humiliations as being 
wheeled in a doll carriage and being rocked to sleep. In fact, after losing eight of 
his nine lives in various horrifying adventures, he risks his ninth to save her. The 
story, which in most ways is a good one, is slightly marred by occasional suggestion of 
smarty adult humor, which creeps in when the cat talks. This may give it value more as 
a “read aloud" book than a book for second and third graders. The author is a novelist, 
his best known book being On Porrowed Time. (10/2) $1.50 


Cary, Page MELINDA 'S HAT Harper 


An amusing tale of a past generation which some will question for its doubt- 
ful moral value, since Melinda acquired virtue by palming off something she didn't want 
(but which her parents wanted her to have), for something she did want (which presum- 
ably they did not want her to have). Hardly the conception of charity that should be a 


the basis of even child understanding. Lots of colored pictures by the author. (8/20) 


Ernest, Edward HECTOR, The Old Clothes Collector Longmans, Green 


Hector’'s singing was the joy of the children of the neighborhood- and the 
one outlet for his secret ambition to be an opera singer. But when the opportunity came 
for him to sing over the radio, he got a bad attack of mike fright, and it was only when 
one of the children suggested that he needed his natural background, of his old clothes 
cart and his pony and his children's audience, that the problem was solved. There's a 
nice feel to the pictures in color and line, by Theresa Kalab. (8/193) $1.50 


Wood, Esther THE HOUSE IN THE HOO Longmans, Green 


Theresa Kalab has made the pictures for this story, too, and shows a mastery 
of quite a different technique. Doodle, Dawdle and Dumpty were three naughty chipmunks, 
who were constantly compared to rabbits for their lack of wisdom. But the time came when 
the rabbits proved themselves much smarter than the little chipmunks. Nature story with 
an original twist. Esther Wood has a good sense of plot in simple form. Remember her 
Belinda Blue and Pepper Moon. (9/17) $1.50 
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Cavanah, Frances PEDRO OF SANTA FE Me%ay 


Fiesta time in Santa Fe is the background for this companion volume to last 
years Louts of New Orleans, where the Mardi Gras was the high spot of the story. Once 
again Leonard Weisgard contributes gay pictures, thoroughly in the spirit of the story 
of the little New Mexican whose father thought nothing of his artistic ambitions, but 
who found a friend inthe dude from the east who had hired himas guide. (8/1) $1.00 


Evans, Eva Knox &Berry, Erick MR. JONES AND MR. FINNIGAN Oxford 


New field of invention for both of the creators, for here is a nonsense tale 
of a fat man and a thin man, who reversed their habits so that the fat man could reduce 
enough to get through the bakery door. They got what they wanted, and then reverted to 
their normal tastes. Amusing inboth text and pictures, done inline and flat color. 
(10/2) $1.00 


Todd, Ann TIMOTHY CAME INSTEAD Oxford 


Good primer material with topical interest in a story of Linda who wanted 
a black puppy, and of Timothy who came from England on a long visit, and of how Timothy 
made a place for himself and taught the school children a new game. Rosalie Slocum has 
illustrated the book with pictures in modern vein. (10/2) $1.25 


Friskey, Margaret WINGS OVER THE WOODSHED Whitman 


Good content material for second graders, in a story of a homemade airplane, 
and of how a friendly aduit helped the children make it fly. Pictures in line and two 
colors, by Lucia Patton, not up to the story, but adequate. (Published) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
Tippett, James S. I KNOW SOME LITTLE ANIMALS Harper 


? James Tippett's verses are variable in quality and this is a good ccllection 
of simple, direct understandable (and readable) verse for small children, about the small 
creatures of fields and woods and countryside with which most children are familiar, if 
their background includes anything but city streets. Flora Nash DeMuth has made excep- 
tionally nice drawings in black and white. (8/20) rv $1.00 ~~ 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 





Klaber, Florence W. JOSEPH The Story of Twelve Brothers Beacon Press 


Virtually none of the Bible text is used in this retelling of the familiar 
story of Joseph. Granted that fact, which will be a hurdle to some who want children 
to become familiar with the classic phraseology, this is an excellent rendering of a 
story which-~ it seems to me- needs some amplification, clarification for youngsters. 
Joseph emerges not wholly a hero - his brothers as not wholly villains, a distinctly 
modern note for Sunday Schools, Illustrated by Jessie Robinson. (Published) $1.00 


Pratt, Alice Day ANIMAL BABIES Beacon Press 


This should have double listing under Parents and Teachers; definitely it 
is a book which should be introduced by adults to children, at whatever age the "facts 
of life" are to be properly presented. Children on a farm, children with pets, are 
ready earlier for a book such as this, in which kittens, puppies, ponies, calves, chicks, 
and creatures of the insect world, etc. are made the basis for simple stories of their 
birth, growth, training, etc. Well done - should meet a real need. Kurt Wiese illus- 
trations give this a format outside the text book field. (Published) : $1.50 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 




















































Tharp, Louise Hall SIXPENCE FOR LUCK Crowell 


Good yarn —- good adventure, in a story of Colonial New England, of smuggling 
round and about New London,of the part played in the rediscovery of Spanish treasure by 
two lads, both apprenticed to craftsmen, silversmiths and pewterers. Well] paced story 
with authentic feel of place and time. Illustrated with pencil drawings by Gertrude 


Herrick Howe. (9/23) $2.00 
Estes, Eleanor THE MOFFATS Harcourt, Brace 
* Lots of fun on little money - that might be the theme of this delightful 


story of the yellow house on New Dollar Street, Cranbury, and the family who lived in 
it, Mama, Joey, Rufus, Sylvie and nine-year-old Jane (not to mention Madame, the bust 
that Mama used for trying on ladies '' dresses). The flavor of the '90's in a small 
country town is splendid, the children are real and individuals, the things that happen 
to them - and that they happen to - are fun to read about. They are usually able to 
forget the FOR SALE sign on their lovely yellow house, and even when they know the house 
has been sold, with true Moffat irrepressibility theyfind another that will surely be as 
nice when they get to know it. Might this, perhaps be the answer for the children who 
want more books like the perennial Five Little Peppers? the drawings by Louis Slobodkin 
are just right- line with humor and originality and enough sense of story. (10/2) $2.00 


Repeat report on 


Holling, Holling Clancy PADDLE-TO-THE-SEA Houghton, Mifflin 


ae “s In the June 1st issue we reported this book - the gist of the report being 
that "through a simple little story the ways of tides and men are traced in the adven- 
tures of a foot long Indian canoe, launched with a message asking finders to help it on 
towards the sea. For three years the model went, through storm and flood, adventures 
and misadventures, from French Canada, by the Great Lakes, rivers, overland (with help- 
ful finders), finally to reach its goal, the sea, then to be carried across the ocean 
to France." No illustrations were then available, and now that we have the beautiful 
finished book, we want to add further word of its unique value, the superb illustrations- 
full pages in color, perfectly reproduced, opposite every page of text; the text pages 
with decorative marginal drawings. As a unified whole, the book stands out as probably 
the most beautiful book of the year, with the additional factor of educational value in 
the gradually built up background of our Canadian boundary waters. Don't miss it- Grand 
value at price (8/5) $2.00 , 


Gatti, Attilio KAMANDA: An African Boy McBride 


A good tale of African travel and adventure, with factual background, in 
the story of a native of the Belgian Congo, whose ambition crystallizes when he sees 
the Gatti's motor cavalcade in his own native village. He asks for a job, is accepted, 
and joins the party in its travels across Africa. He sees wonders of all kinds, ele- 
phants, lions, okapi, pygmies, giants, etc. He becomes familiar with the amazing set-up 
of the “huts on wheels", - toaster, electric razor, fan heater, cigarette lighters and 
so on. But always there is the dream of the day when he will be a "chauver". His 
naughtiness brings him knowledge; the chance comes when he can save Mrs. Gatti through 
his ingenuity and quick decision - and he gets his reward. Illustrated by photographs 
that follow the story. (8/25) $2.00 
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Manning-Sanders, Rutn MYSTERY AT PENMARTH McBride 
® A good mystery, credible enough and not tno complicated, a good story, and 


hice writing - so here is an answer to the incessant demand from ten up, for mysteries 
and yet more mysteries. This fits the upper bracket of this age group, and on up to 
fifteen. Four cousins go to spend the summer in an old Cornish village; they meet Sam 
Penmarth, a boy of their own age, living in a sinister, gloomy old mansion with an uncle 
who is an archeologist. They form a club- they find a hidden room and a confession of 

an ancient crime. Lively ingenious youngsters, whom everyone will like, and a background 
of the days of smuggling as the setting for the crime. Susanne Suba has done the pic- 
tures, reproduced in black and white. (J.L.G. for August) (8/25) $2.00 


Barnett, Grace & Olive HOMESTEADERS' HORSES Oxford 


Rather tame story of Jack and his family, who spend a summer on a homestead 
claim in the Southwest, and whose two horses disappear the day they arrive. Jack is the 
youngest, but proves himself the most capable, as he saves his brother's life, follows 
down the clues of the stolen horses, wins a reward. Somehow the story dates in manner 
as well as matter, and the black and white pictures have not sufficient distinction to 
liven the test. (8/28) $1.50 


Bechdolt, Jack THE VANISHING HOUNDS Oxford 


More about Shrimp and Tad, this time the setting is Shrimp's summer home in 
a New England fishing village. Tad has still to be cured of his habit of boasting, and 
once again it almost gets him into trouble. A visiting troupe of actors, a mystery bad 
man, a brace of Great Danes, an accident which almost causes death - and Tad, Shrimp, 
Shrimp's obstreperous girl cousin, and Mysto and Margot once again all do their share 
in unravelling the mystery. Illustrations by Decie Merwin. (8/28) $1.50 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs STORMY Oxford 


More truth than fiction in this story of a mustang, the first one born in 
the United States in the 16th century. Of his self reliance, his courage, his wisdom 
as he faces alone- or with the herd- the dangers of an uncivilized life. How Stormy 
bests jaguars, wolves, buffaloes, coyotes; how he eludes Indians and escapes a prairie 
fire, how he is captured by a Spaniard and eventually escapes to return to his herd. 


True animal story with authentic sense of background, but not adventurous reading. 
(9/4) $2.00 


Lockwood, Myna THE MYSTERIOUS BOX Oxford 


Another story of Macaroni and his gang, and again they turn detectives, when 
a mystery boy moves into the neighborhood, a boy who carries something in a wooden box, 
who goes on a mysterious errand daily, who does not go to school. In the process they 


learn something more about music and about human nature. (9/4) $1.00 
Granick, Harry RUN, RUN! Simon & Schuster 
. I'm getting superstitious about this book, for I’ve already reported it 


twice, and still it is postponed. This time the publishers promise it for September, so 
here goes. The story is tops, though one can't but question the plausibility of some of 
the incidents and some of the characters. It holds the interest from first page to last. 
Two children from among the 150 winners of a cereal company contest, arrive in New York 

a day ahead of schedule, and find themselves on their own. 


They "do" New York from 
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Ellis Island to Harlem, from the East River to Hell's Kitchen. They see how the other 
half lives, they make friends with all sorts and conditions of men, they escape pursuit 
and discovery, making it hard for those who would be their friends, and they have a 


glorious time. Lots of pictures by Gregor Duncan. ter $2.00 Lc 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9g - 12's 

Peet, Creighton DEFENDING AMERICA Harper 

- Probably most of the market for this book will be above this age group, but 


for the mature and modern boy of eleven and twelve, there will be demand for just this 
sort of thing, hence its listing here. (Adults wont find it beneath them, though they 
might miss the critical comment). Here is straight factual information about our forces,- 
Army, Navy, Air Force and all the various divisions that come under them. Uniforms, 
identification of branches of service, organization, insignia of service and rank, new 
developments of modern warfare. There are 32 pages in color, quantities of illustrations 


in black and white. An excellent background book of reference. (8/8) $1.50 
Fox, Frances Margaret QUAKERS COURAGEOUS Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


A history of the Quakers, from George Fox, three hundred years ago, up to 
the work of the Quakers in the current war. There''s Mary Fisher, there's William Robinson 
who built a ship to carry the Quakers to America, there's Mary Dyer, Martyr of the Boston 
Common; there's discussion of the Quakers and slavery, the Quakers in the First World 
War, the Quakers in the present war. Good material, marred by too much saccharine and 


a tendency to write down. (10/15) $2.00 
REPRINTS 

Shepard, Esther PAUL BUNYAN Harcourt, Brace 

° A favorite collection of the Paul Bunyan adventures, excellent versions of 


the legends, in a new edition with many and stunning illustrations by Rockwell Kent. 
The author is a native of Minnesota, a student of American frontier literature- and her 
version of the exploits of the fabulous lumberjack is a classic in its own right. The 
Rockwell Kent drawings give the book an adult as well as juvenile appeal. (10/9) $2.50 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Lansing, Elisabeth NANCY NAYLOR: Air Pilot Crowell 


Smooth, fast action story of Nancy, stewardess for a commercial airline, who 
determines to do something for her country and learns to fly for the Woman Flyers of 
America. Nicely rounded picture of her schooling, though not a vocational book. Her 
"boy friend" Jim, leaves commercial flying to join the Army air corps, is stranded 
following a forced landing, and Nancy finds him. Nancy, unwittingly, becomes a govern- 
ment agent and isused as catspaw totrap a spy and saboteur. Timely yarn. (9/15) $2.00 


Smith, C. Fox THE SHIP AGROUND: A Tale of Adventure Oxford 


* Excellent adventure yarn in the best Treasure Island tradition, in which 
young Barty, whose uncle keeps The Ship Aground Inn, in Wapping (late 18th century), “is 
shanghaiied aboard the Rose in Bloom, where he achieves his ambition to go to sea. He 
befriends an old sailor, is given the secret of a pirate hoard, a secret which puts him 
in constant danger. Mutiny- the ship burns- the crew esaape to rocky island in the 
South Pacific, where Barty escapes his enemies and solves the secret of the treasure. 
Good suspense, action, and styled to the period. Nice illustrations (8/28) $2.00 








_ _ 
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Weber, Lenora Mattingly SING FOR YOUR SUPPER Crowell 


* Fresh, engaging story of a traveling theatrical troupe, around Denver, Colo- 
rado, in the '60's. Dora, turned 16, is devoted to the life, and to her foster mother, 
Mary. Many ups and downs, in their uncertain life, with another troupe as rivals, 
snatching their theatres and their audiences. There is Dora's Aunt Hitty, her legal 
guardian, who comes west to take her away from a life she disapproves. The troupe set- 
tles down to chicken farming, to convince Aunt Hitty that Dora is leading a genteel 
life. But eventually, with theatre in their blood, they go back to the stage. Aunt 
Hitty decides to stay with them and do her bit. Original presentation and material, for 
avery nice job. Illustrated. (9/30) $2.00 


Hall, Rosalys OUT OF PROVINCETOWN Farrar &« Rinehart 


Although the same characters go through this atmospheric story of Province- 
town of modern times, the book reads more like a collection of short stories than a con- 
tinuous yarn. The central characters are a boy and girl whose future seems bleak be- 
cause they cannot follow the call of the sea, as their ancestors did. They seize every 
chance to be on it and of it, and there are some mildly exciting storms and other adven- 
tures connected with boats and sea. Finally, with Annapolis as a possible solution of 
his problems, Silas looks hopefully to the future, while Alice promises to wait for 
him. Illustrated. (9/29) $2.00 


Meader, Stephen W. BLUEBERRY MOUNTAIN Harcourt, Brace 


This is the second book Meader has written with an agricultural-vocational 
slant (the other was T-Model Tommy). This time it was the discovery that commercial 
blueberries were cutting into their roadside market that determined two Pocono Mountain 
lads to find out for themselves how and where they could raise their own blueberries, 
crossing the best of the mountain berries with the new strain. There is a thread of 
adventure, but this practical slant is the best side of it. (10/2) $2.00 


Berry, Erick WHISTLE ROUND THE BEND Oxford 


Blair Niles used the Amistad Case as the springboard for her novel, fast By 
Day. Now Erick Berry presents another facet of the story as part of her novel for girls, 
Vhistle Round the Bend. But the springboard is supplied, not by the famous case of the 
Negro slaves who rebelled against their Cuban masters and took possession of the slave 
ship, eventually landing their problems in the courts of New Haven, but in the problems 
involved in getting the right of way for a new railroad from New Haven to New York. 
Third story in her trilogy showing the segments of the history of transportation, as 
covered wagons gave way to canal boats, and canal boats to railroads. A good picture 
of the times, with a girl as central character, and a grandmother who betrays her own 
traditions by keeping up with the procession. (8/28) $2.00 


Bowman, James Cloyd WINABOJO Whitman 


This Indian story achieves a difficult task- the author manages, with a 
marked degree of success, to merge the legendary, visionary aspects of Indian psychology 
with a story of the training of an Indian brave, and the gradual development of the con- 
federation which gave the Five Nations their strength. This is the story, specifically, 
of Winabojo- otherwise known as Thunder-Stone, who possessed a mysterious magic power, 
the source of which he learned when he came of age. The story is not clearcut adventure; 


rather it is legend in the making. Not every boy who likes Indian tales will find it 
to his taste; it is for those who are interested in folk-lore and the motivating forces 
of a mystery people. Illustrated by Armstrong Spdrry. J. L. G. selection for August. 


(8/1) 


$2.50 
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FOR THE 12 to 1& YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Spencer, Cornelia ELIZABETH England's Modern Queen John Day 

A commendatory biography of the present queen of England, from her Scottish 
girlhood to her work in the present war. Glamis Castle was a hospital in the first world 
war, so she was innured to war in youth; seasons in London and Paris, early meetings with 
Albert, her engagement, marriage, her life as Duchess of York, her children, the accession 
to the throne, the trip to America, her determination throughout to do the job in hand to 
the best of her ability. There is much of her character, her contacts with people, her 
desire for private life, her belief in her husband and her help to him in overcoming his 
handicap. Of its type, good, with clear picture of girl into woman, using her every 


faculty to do her best under all circumstances. Photographs. (8/4) $2.00 
Nolan, Jeannette Covert JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY Hoosier Poet Messner 
Another excellent biography from the author of The Gay Poet: Eugene Field 


in a somewhat fictionized story of the Indian poet, beloved by his own people, claimed 
by children everywhere, even as Stevenson is claimed. An authentic picture of an Indi- 
ana boyhood, with the feel of the period and the background; a success story, of a lad 
who epitomized the rolling stone, who was in and out of jobs, but who- bit by bit- built 
for himself a place in the nation’'s roster of poets. There's a very human picture of 
the man and his work, which reads like a good boy's story. Illustrated by R. S. Robin- 
son. (10/9) $2.50 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Nan-fiction 


Deutsch, Babette WALT WHITMAN: Builder for America . Messner 
Yomucbaem 
* This is the winner of the Julia Ellsworth Ford,award, a distinguished bio- 


graphy of a great poet by a modern poet. On these grounds alone it is certain of wide 
recognition and acceptance. In its own right, it has so much to recommend it that it 
seems captious to suggest that somehow- for me at least, Walt Whitman does not quite 
come alive. The facts are there, and not too obviously marshalled. The period is well 
drawn, though sometimes one feels that, while Babette Deutsch has stated with sufficient 
emphasis the eruptions caused by his deviations from the conventional, sne has not made 
one feel the effect on his contemporaries. One does not feel him as magnificent and 
commanding a figure as his subsequent influence has shown him to be. She fails, almost 
wholly, to give him his place in the stream of American letters - that the reader must 
do for himself. The last part of the book quotes generously from his works lone ques- 
tions some of the inclusions. Would they lead young readers into more Whitman or less?) 
It is a mature appraisal- its market should not be limited to younger market. Illus- 
trated by Raffaello Busoni. (9/?) $2.50 


FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Stevens, Bertha HOW MIRACLES ABOUND John Day 


The author of Child and Universe has written a skillful book, intended to 
sharpen children's observation, to substitute a scientific approach for a theological 
approach without hindering the spiritual development. Through study of successive forms 
in nature, she shows how miracles exist under our eyes,- symmetry, orderliness, beauty, 
rhythm. She spurs curiossty, directs experience,- sharpens creative expression, and 
offers through biographies, supplementary reading. Beacon Press is issuing part of 


this euation for use in their Unitarian schools, $1.85 Trasie edition issued by John 
Day $2. 50 








